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Topics Today:  



Vanuatu – A Quick Tour 



Vanuatu is a country in the SW Pacific, with 83 
high volcanic islands and 250,000 friendly people 

Espiritu 
Santo 

Efate 

Ambae 

Tanna 

Maewo 



Vanuatu is dominated by male chiefs, 
who rise in rank by killing sacred pigs 
with circular tusks 





Vanuatu has 
beautiful beaches, 
tall mountains, and 
fascinating people 



83 beautiful islands 







Great gardens and fabulous diving 



Lots of World War II history 



With 123 languages, this is the most 
linguistically dense country on Earth -- 
but only 3% are fairly well documented 





Even stranger crabs! 



Vanuatu – History 



Timeline of Vanuatu 
 3000 BCE:  Lapita Culture natives arrive from 

Taiwan, later inter-married with PNG and 
Solomons 

 1606: Spaniard Pedro de Quiros: “Terra Australis  
del Espiritu Santo” 

 1768: Frenchman Louis Antoine de Bougainville: 
“Grandes Cyclades” 

 1774: Captain James Cook:  “New Hebrides” 

 1865: European settlers and missionaries 

 1870-1901: “blackbirding” era 

 1906 - 1980: British-Franco colonial 
“Condominum” 

 July 1980: Independence and Constitution 
   

3000 year old Vanuatu skull 
DNA tested in 2016 

1906 map of the Condominium Capt. Cook with natives 





Blackbirding focused on Melanesia 





HMS Rosario seizing 
schooner Carl in 1871 



The 1906 Condominium 
= “Pandemonium” 

• Two simultaneous colonial powers 
• Two Governors-General 
• Two police, courts, prisons 
• Two official languages 
• Two immigration policies 
• Two health services 
• Two education systems 
• Two currencies 
• Drive on either side of the road!!! 



Finally: Independence in July 1980 



Vanuatu – Daily Life 



Two economies and two ways of life: 
Port Vila (capital) & Luganville 
• Two towns 
• International air links 
• Paved roads (sort of) 
• Western expats, esp. Aus 
• Chinese influence 
• 1/5th of population 
• 80% of Western economy 
• Western style justice 

 

Outer islands 
• 1600 small villages on 64 islands 
• 1-3 grass airstrips/island 
• Poor dirt roads 
• Native population 
• 20% of Western economy but 90% 

of Kastom economy 
• Chief’s justice  

 



Living on $2 a month 



Religion in 
Vanuatu 

• 83% Christian 
– 32% Presbyterian 
– 13% Roman Catholic 
– 11% Seventh Day Adventist 
– 14% other, including Church of Christ, 

United Pentecostal, Mormons, Baptists 

• 7% Animism 
• 4% Buddhism 
• 3% Bahai 
• 3% Other, including 300 Muslims 
 

100% Black Magic! 
 
 



Vanuatu – Female Chiefs 
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For 126 years anthropologists stated or assumed that 
there were no female chiefs in Vanuatu 

Codrington 
in 1891: 
 
“Women are 
completely 
excluded from 
the Suqe of the 
men…” 



Our team arrived on Maewo 8/2016 to 
observe the Women’s Festival and 
interview female chiefs 



32 

We documented the Maewo Women’s Cultural Festival 

Bird dances 

Famous  
“water music” 

Sand  
painting 

Traditional water fights 

Learning dances 
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The Festival emphasized traditions 

Cooking 
w/ hot 
rocks 

Food 
prep.  

w/ 
bamboo 

knife 

Women in traditional pandanus leaf garments 

Males opened and 
closed the Festival 



Let’s see the festival in video 

Look for: 
 

Warriors w/ fronds 
 3 chiefs w/ white hats 
 1 MP w/ striped shirt 
 Old woman w/ feather in hair 
 

 
 

 Grating w/ no metal 
 Cooking w/ hot rocks 
 Singing while cooking 
         (2 min video) 



35 

But there was a problem… 

…the Maewo women refused to be called 
“chiefs” – they preferred “Notari” 
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Doreen Leona and her mother, 
from Pentecost island, ARE 
female chiefs 
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Phoebe John was a chief on Pele 
island for seven years, the only 
chief in her village, and… 

…she had all the powers and rights of 
a male chief! 



Hilda Lini: most senior female chief 

Eleven chiefly titles 
 
M.P. for 11 years, was Minister twice 
 
Founded institute for the study of local barter 
economics and ethnology; sister of founder of 
Vanuatu 
 
Won two international peace prizes 
 
Recognized as a chief by male chiefs  
 
Can speak in the chiefs’ “nakamals” 
 
Killed 25+ sacred pigs in 15 ceremonies 



Why Was I There? 



Prime 
Minister 

CIO 

Telecom  
Regulator 

Me: Senior Advisor in  
E-Gov and ICTs 

 

 Paid by Australian  Gov’t 
 

 1-3 year contract, in-country 
 

 Assess ICT situation 
 

 Help develop  National ICT 
Policy 
 

 Move ICTs/E-Gov forward 
 

 De-facto Chief of Staff to CIO 
 
 









My study of ICTs in the schools 
found that  there were only 300 
computers for 61,000 students  



Achievements 



Vanuatu received a UN ITU award for 
“Sustainable Progress in E-Government” 



    Tank Yu Tumas!   
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